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Freshman elections determine class officers 


Ry Carol J. Frahm 
Staff Writer 


The ten permanent freshmen class 
officers were recently elected by 
their fellow classmates and are now 
beginning to realize their full 
responsibilities as representatives. 


Elected president was Lori 
Hawks, serving with her will be Ann 
McCabe as vice-president, Elaine 
Konzas secretary and Teresa Curtis 
as treasurer. Paula Puls and Kim 
Esser will serve on the Academic 
Affairs Committee and the Student 
Affairs Committee respectively. 
Cindy Johnson will work with the 
Cultural Events Committee, and 
Mary Catherine Haughy will 
represent the freshman class on 
Forum. Elected as representative to 
Phoenix was JoEllen Reuter; 
Denise Curley will serve on the 
Social Board. 


““Awareness’’ is the motto 
President Lori Hawks has chosen for 
the freshman class. Lori stressed 
the need for involving as many 
people as can be, in the activities of 
the class. 


“What the class does for itself, it 
should also try to do for the com- 
munity,” she said. “I’m going to 
take things as they come.” 


She indicated interest in possibly 
having the freshman class offer 
some type of financial support to the 
new Ecumenical Housing Project in 
Dubuque. She also cited the 
renovation of the Student Union as 
an excellent opportunity for the 
class to get involved. 


Vice-president McCabe, who hails 
from Rockford, Illinois, echoed the 


words of President Hawks about 
involvement when she said, ‘‘To get 
everyone involved in something is 
what I want to do as vice-president.” 


Elaine Konz, newly elected 
secretary, expressed a desire to 
carry out fully her communication 
duties. 


“T ran for secretary because I 
enjoy writing and corresponding 
with others. I’m interested and 
concerned in school happenings; I 
want to be part of Clarke’s progress 
and success,’ said Elaine, an 
Elementary and Special Ed major. 


“J hope that we can have a unified 
class that works together not only in 
the classroom, but in other areas, 
such as social functions, and 
especially with the other classes,” 
said Teresa Curtis, treasurer. 


The only off-campus student, AAC 
representative Paula Puls said, 
“Students are out of touch with the 
details of the academic world. It is 
really important that students are 
aware of such things, especially with 
the curriculum revision underway 
right now. I hope that I can com- 
municate between the students and 
Academic Affairs Committee ef- 
fectively.” 


“Through my involvement in 
student government, I see Clarke in 
another perspective, which is more 
than I would have a chance to do if I 
were just attending classes. Being 
involved makes me appreciate the 
environment of which I am a part,” 
said SAC representative Kim Esser. 


Cindy Johnson, the newest 
member of the Cultural Events 


ree 


ene, 


Pr hs] 


_ .. photo by mary beth ryan 


Sister Eileen McGovern starts from scratch as she helps the 
Vietnamese immigrants in Dubuque learn English. The immigrants are 
enrolled in adult education at Dubuque Senior High School as part 


of their Area | language program. 


Florida provides 


natural lab setting 


By Meredyth Albright 
and Kathy Grove 


In January of 1976 five Clarkites 
along with students from Loras and 
the University of Dubuque will have 
the opportunity to travel to Florida 
for their Marine Biology Lab. These 
students will have experiences 
alia ad those that Audrey 

» Chris Olden 
Thompson had last thy se 


The purpose of the trip is to 
provide a natural lab setting to 
pen with the second semester 

arine Biology course. This year’s 
eroup will be studying at the same 
alee as the last year’s group. These 
eae included the salt marshes and 
2 unes at St. Augustine, and the 
planisal gardens and _ the 
bean near Miami. The coral 
sein aie the Florida Keys and the 
gulf at Sanibel Island along the 

M Coast were also studied. 

Ost of the students who went 


were non-biology majors. A three 
hour course before departure 
provided background information 
for them. The three instructors who 
accompanied the students, Father 
Zusy, Professor Kaufmann and 
Professor Berg, each specialized in 
acertain area. In this way almost all 
the questions that students asked 
were answered. ‘We learned a lot, 
especially the non-majors...one 
didn’t feel at a loss not being a major 
because it was a new experience for 
everyone,”’ commented _ Cris 
Oldenburg, a non-biology major. 

Last year Sister Jayne Zenaty 
accompanied the group for public 
relation purposes. She benefitted the 
group by promoting the class to the 
public and to future students. 

This year’s group will be leaving 
on Dec, 29 and will return Jan. 10. As 
in the three previous trips the group 
will camp along the way and cook 
for themselves. They expect not only 
to learn a great deal but also to have 
fun. 


Committee, indicated that she has a 
personal interest in the arts and that 
was a major reason she decided to 
seek office. She noted that her role 
right now is to help carry out plans 
already made for this year, and to 
provide input into the planning of 
next year’s activities. 


‘“‘My vote really counts a lot,’’ said 
Forum representative Mary 
Catherine Haughy. With these words 
she pointed to the importance she 
places on the function of Forum, The 
Estes Park, Colorado native in- 
dicated that one of her priorities will 
be to inform fellow classmates about 
the things Forum is doing. 


JoEllen Reuter views her role as 
representative to Phoenix as one of 
“setting involved and helping others 
both inside and outside of the Clarke 
Community.’ She expressed a 
special interest in the Vietnamese 
project and the Ecumenical Housing 
project both underway now. 


“J was really involved in high 
school government. I feel it is one of 
the best ways to meet people. Our 
class has a lot of potential. I’d like to 
help it get even more together. I 
have a lot of hope for our class,” said 
Denise Curley. These statements 
explain why she sought her new 
position as _ Social Board 
representative. 
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Elections were beginning of new obligations for the ten freshmen 
officers; the positions were filled by, left to right, (front row) JoEllen 
Reuter, Teresa Curtis, (second row) Mary Catherine Haughy, Lori 
Hawks, Elaine Konz, (third row) Denise Curley, Kim Esser, Paula Puls, 
and (back row) Cindy Johnson and Ann McCabe. 
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Vietnamese adjust to environment 


By Dorothy Heckinger 
Staff Writer 


Learning to speak a second 
language is a real challenge-—just 
ask any Clarkie trying to fulfill her 
language requirement. But when 
your existence depends on acquiring 
a speaking knowledge of a foreign 
language you’d probably learn it as 
quickly as possible. 

Such is the case with the Viet- 
namese immigrants in Dubuque. 
Arriving in Dubuque with little or no 
English speaking facility, it was 
readily recognized that such a 
program should be set up im- 
mediately. Sr. Eileen McGovern, 
chairperson of Clarke’s Sociology- 
Social Work department, heard of a 
program in the planning stages and 
decided to contribute her talents. 


Sr. Eileen explains the structure 
of the program: 

‘Jt’s an Adult Education course, 
although we have a couple of high 
school and grade school students. 
We teach at Senior High, as part of 
the Area I language program. There 
are about 50 students enrolled and 
all but three are Vietnamese.” 

“We try to take the ones on the 
lowest level. Our class is made up of 
middle-aged people; the younger 
Vietnamese have taken English in 
school, although they’ve never 
heard it spoken,” Sister relates 
about her class. 

“We're absolutely starting from 
scratch. We Started out with basic 
nouns, then small sentences. 
Everything was repetition and more 
repetition, but now they can go off on 
their own.” 


Sister explains one of the basic 
problems as being the differences 
between the languages. For 
example, Vietnamese is tonal and 
monosyllabic. 

“When we speak to them,”’ Sister 
said, ‘“‘they’re probably listening to 
the sounds of our voices when we 
want them to hear the sounds of the 
consonants and vowels.” 


“It’s hard for us to say how they 
are adjusting because our 
vocabulary is so limited during the 
break period,” Sr. Eileen said. 

But she explains that they are 
very positive about their life in 
America so far. She thinks that, for 
the number here, Dubuque and the 
host families are handling their 
transition into American ways very 
well. 


around the dubuque colleges 


Clarke College has now been of- 
ficially designated as one of the 
nation’s ‘bicentennial campuses” in 
cooperation with a national com- 
mittee sponsoring bicentennial 
activities. In April of this year, 
Clarke submitted an application to 
be named as a bicentennial campus 
and, due to the program of activities 
being planned and carried out here, 
Clarke was given the honorary title. 
We are now participating in a 
national program of events with the 
basic theme of “heritage, festival, 
and horizon.” 

At the annual Thanksgiving dinner 
on Thursday night, Nov. 18th, a 
representative of the national 
committee will award a certificate 
of this honor to Clarke College. A 
special flag bearing the emblem of 
the bicentennial will be presented as 


part of the Thanksgiving 
celebration. 

xe 
The Clarke-Loras Singers, 


directed by John Lease, will present 
Handel’s Messiah on Dec. 7 at 8p.m. 
in the Cathedral. 


A Bicentennial film, ‘‘Gertrude 
Stein: When this You See, 
Remember Me,’ will be shown on 
Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. in ALH. It is part of 
the monthly film series sponsored by 
the English department and the 
Cultural Events Committee. There 
is no admission cost. 


* eK 


Baker’s Dozen, a musical group 
from Clarke-Loras singers, will 
present its first public performance 
on Nov. 15 at the Julien Inn. 


* oe * 


C.S.A. will sponsor a “Turkey 
Trot” dance on Nov. 21 at the Julien 
Motor Inn. 


* OK 


There will be an Opera Workshop 
at 7 p.m. on Dec. 2 in the Clarke 
Music Hall. 

* * * 
Chinese Acrobats of Taiwan will 


perform in Iowa City on Sunday, 
Nov. 16. The trip is sponsored by the 


Cultural Events Committee and 
those students wishing to attend 
may purchase tickets in the Dean’s 
office. 


*O* * 


C.S.A. will show the movie ‘‘The 
Trouble With Angels” on Sunday, 
Nov. 16, 7 p.m. in ALH. 


* * * 


A goal of $57,000 has been set for 
the Annual Clarke Thrust (ACT), a 
one-day fund drive conducted for 
Clarke among Dubuque businesses 
and industries November 13. 


Funds are used for scholarships 
for Dubuque students at Clarke and 
for general operating expenses at 
the college. 

The drive is conducted by the 
Clarke Development Council, a 100- 
member group of Dubuque business 
and professional persons chaired 
this year by Robert J. Dyer, district 
manager of Interstate Power 
Company. 
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By Sister Jane McDonnell, BVM 
Guest Writer 


For the second in its current series of 
drama productions, Sr. Carol Blitgen, 
director and department chairperson, chose 
Tennessee Williams’ The Glass Menagerie, 
an American theater classic with nostalgia 
about life in the 30s and 40s. The production 
was professional; it was always provocative, 
and sometimes humorous, despite its length. 
The latter properly represented the ex- 
pressionistic quality of the drama, with its 
fragmentation and distortion of time to 
reflect the same elements in the microcosm 
pictured on the stage and the macrocosm 
referred to by the narrator. 


Tom, played by Kirk Wolfinger, was in 
control of each situation. It is his play, that is, 
his perception, his memory of Amanda, 
Laura and his father that we get throughout 
the drama. He sustains the control well, 
making the audience aware that he 
dominates his mother, even when her verbal 
and body language seem to indicate 
otherwise. Kirk feels so sure of himself in the 
role that humor sometimes comes out of 
dialogue that can be unrelievedly serious. 
Only as Tom the narrator was his per- 
formance flawed slightly by his lowering of 
his voice so that the audience could not hear 


women for 


By Sally Czechanski 
Staff Writer 


Now, more than ever before, women are 
achieving positions and roles in society that 
were never held by a member of the female 
sex. The only way these goals can be acquired 
is by communication and socializing with 
men. Clarke succeeds in developing her 
women in the fields of academia and 
leadership, but the social contact with men 
here on campus is limited. Speaking on this 
subject with a somewhat non-sexist attitude, 
we women are not alone in the world. Once 
out of college, a man will be our biggest 
competitor in the job market and our next 
door neighbor. With this in mind, being the 
mature and socially aware women that we 
are, a definite change in the visitation policy 
must be made enabling us to progress into a 
society where women are finally equalizing 
with men. 

The On-Campus Life committee has 
proposed a change in the present visitation 
rules. Questionnaires were sent to all students 
listing rationale for the proposal as such: 

1. The proposed hours would entail no ad- 
ditional desk attendants, therefore the 
present expenditure need not be increased. 

2. It is time that Clarke open itself socially 
allowing our students to entertain guests on 
campus for reasonable lengths of time. 

3. It seems reasonable to allow students 
who wish to study with a male guest the 
convenience of the earlier hours. It is not 
conducive to study to use any of the TV 
lounges and would be more appropriate if the 
smokers or student rooms could be used. 

4. The extended hours would alleviate the 
problem of having out-of-town guests wait in 
the lounges for visitation hours to begin. 


5. If the new visitation policy is passed, it is 
understood that individual wing consensus 
will have the final say in adopting completely 
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or partially (as best reflects their lifestyles) 
the new hours. 

6. In keeping with current procedures male 
guests would be required to sign in and be 
accompanied by a Clarke student before 
entering the resident areas. 

7. Itis suggested that a trial period be set up 
as soon as possible upon approval of this 
proposal. 

275 questionnaires were returned, most 
accepted the proposed hours. Of the 
questionnaires returned four requested a 
change in the present policy but did not agree 
with the newly scheduled hours. One com- 
plaint received suggested making the 
Saturday evening sign-out time earlier 
because she had to get sleep to be able to get 
up for Sunday morning Mass. 

The proposal is now being discussed in the 
Executive Council. If passed it will proceed to 
SAC in proposal form and from there move on 
to Forum. If Forum passes the proposed 
visitation policy, it becomes law. 

The proposed visitation policy’s new hours 
are: 

Friday: 3 p.m.-12:45 a.m., Saturday: 11:30 
a.m.-12:45 a.m., and Sunday: 10 a.m.-10:30 
p.m. 

If they are passed by all three groups the new 
policy will be effective next semester. 

The change in the visitation policy can 
really be an asset to all on-campus students if 
passed. Entertaining out-of-town guests will 
be much more cordial. The whole idea of 
better social and academic communications 
with Loras students may be opened with a 
brighter perspective by this opportunity. 

Clarke women have thus far exemplified 
responsibility and maturity in their actions 
With the constant advancement of women in 
society comes our present need for a more 
ee outlook concerning male 
visitation, A very feasible way this D 
done is by the passage of the eer ee 
Committee’s proposed visitation policy. 


Thieves strike dorms 


Xx 


The cold, cruel world struck Clarke Sunday 
evening when portions of Mary Josita Hall 
and Mary Benedict Hall were burglarized. 
The massive thieveries among unlocked 
dorm rooms during the dinner hour left a 
number of students without money, credit 
cards, and other items. 

The thefts hurt even more because in a lot 
of cases it affected students who cannot af- 
ford to lose any valuables. It’s a harsh lesson 
but it should make us realize that the ivory 
towers are just as susceptible to worldly 
crimes as other insituttions and homes. 

The thefts mean that we should remember 
to lock our doors, even if everything seems 
secure. We should take more precautions in 
where we place our valuables an how much 
cash we have on hand. Security begins with 
the individual. 


By Fran O’Brien 
Staff Writer 


School security will have to be — 


evaluated. One of the arguments which may 
arise is that visitation hours should not be 
extended because of these incidents. 


However, we should realize that fe 
well as males may have been inveboad tue 
thefts. Also, one of the male Suspects was 
seen in the dorm at a time other than 
visitation hours. So, visitation hours are not 
the root of the problem. But, nonetheless 
school security will have to be tightened, ’ 
Quick action on the parts of some in 
dividuals prevented a more widespr: 4 
problem. These individuals should ie it 
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Saretiaties built-up stage with four areas for 
scenes. Although it provided a closer view for 
the audience than would the use of the 
auditorium, I wonder if something similar 
could not have been done on the regular stage. 
Perhaps, though, the audience would have 
lost the feeling of intimacy that came from 
Tom’s casual narration, to mention only one 
obvious use of the set. 
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Asixth character that seemed alive during 
the Clarke production of The Glass Menagerie 
was the audience. As a group, not only were 
they intense and appreciative, but they 
seemed torn about what their reactions 
should be. The loneliness, desolation and 
isolation of the characters, both from each 
other and their real world, spoke to the 
audience, forcing them to face the issues of 
the play as they are still rooted in our times. 
Humorous dialogue or episodes caused a 
restless feeling in the audience that was often 
suppressed, perhaps because they thought it 
inappropriate to laugh within such a serious 
context. It is just possible that many, or all, 
recognized the memory play as only Tom’s 
perception and identified with the agonizing 
women on stage. I could not help but wonder 
how the audience’s sensitivity transmitted 
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his daily escape from reality at the mp i 
magician escapes from a coffin vies, 
removing a nail. This is the image that 
hangs onto as he plans a career in the Ta 
chant marine, less a hope than a yield 
the frustration of his life in a poor 3" 
prisoning apartment, where good times mn. 
wafted to the Wingfields on the hiinoe’ 
tunes across the alley in the Paradise pa iM 
Hall. ig 

Music, lighting and clothes appropriate 
the characters and scenes all added to : 
moods of illusion and loneliness, yyy 
Amanda, Jim and Tom eat, Laura, unable , 
face reality, is briefly highlighted as she cy, 
up on the couch, while the light on the dines 
is dimmed. Laura is lost in her father’s pay 
and what might have been as she retreats tg 
the wind-up, cabinet phonograph. Amand 
dresses in her old-fashioned gown, but buysa 
new one for Laura as the mother plays out her 
illusions about the Gentleman Caller. 

In this well-directed and sensitively-playei 
drama, Tom has the first and last word, As 
dreamy as his mother, he has translated te 
old warehouse merchandise into travelers 
shoes, trying to forget, especially, the ge 
tleness of Laura, trying to identify with the 
lightning, the violence of the world, remix 
ding himself that no matter how close his ship 
comes to St. Louis, ‘Time is the longest 
distance between two points.” From his view, 
nostalgia provides, not a sense of relatioo 
ship, but only one of alienation-an interesting 
assessment in an era when nostalgia seems 
prized. 
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\ Outside of Clarke Drive is a huge world with 


By Elaine Konz 
Staff Writer 


“ which we must also keep in touch. RAP 
QS uN (Reach Another Person), gives Clarke 
NY \ students a chance to become involved in 

% N ¢ activities within the Dubuque community. 
WW RAP is volunteer work that deals with 
yk \ established organizations in the city. Eight 
gy \ agencies are available for the school year, but 
\ RAP also helps in fund drives such as the 
\ March of Dimes and the United Way cam- 
Ni paign. Any group that needs volunteer help 
‘works through Teri McGraw, chairperson of 
\ RAP. Teri is in charge of all of the clubs and 

represents RAP in the Executive Council. 
A Play therapy and 4-H are two new names on 
RAP’s roster. Play therapy, headed by 
tate sophomore Mary Brady, consists of going to 
tas aN Mercy Hospital and playing or entertaining 
‘the children one to two hours a week. 4-H 
involves the students with local clubs, either 

as a leader or an aid. 

Girl Scouts have two branches which it is in 
contact with. Students may be leaders for 
; smaller girls in Dubuque or they may become 
Sth. A involved with the campus troop which has its 

ac tee own activities. Junior Dorothy 
® hope eS ! Heckinger is in charge of the scouts. 
i “Adopting” a grandparent is what Project 
Concern is all about. The Clarkies contact 
(either by a visit or a call) an elderly person 
in their homes once a week. Mary Heffron 
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stated her reaction to Project Conern as “I 
really like it! She said I can call her grand- 
ma."’ Mary went on to explain that she visits 
her weekly and takes her places, usually 
errands. ‘It’s good to get out and get a new 
perspective,” Mary concluded. 

Being a friend to the mentally handicapped 
children is Buddy Club’s goal. The 
organization meets on Friday evenings and 
enjoys the play time of hay rides, games, 
dances, parties, singing...almost anything 
that involves people having fun. Clarke’s 
leader in Buddy Club is senior Terri Brend. 

On Sunday afternoon, Clarke and Loras 
students visit and sing in nursing homes 
under St. Vincent De Paul Society. Junior Sue 
Bohnstangel heads the group at Clarke. 
Freshman Janet Williams gave her opinion 
with much enthusiasm, “‘I love it! You meet 
older people, help them and have fun while 
doing it.” 

Sometimes little girls need a big sister. 
Clarkies can ‘“‘adopt”’ a little sister between 
the age of 7-14in Big Person. The students are 
given the change to be someone important to 
one little girl who needs someone to talk to or 
go shopping with. 

Senior Jan Johannsen heads ARC (Area 
Residential Care) which is volunteering one 
or two hours a week to work with mentally 
retarded children on a one-to-one basis. 

RAP also sponsors a Christmas mitten 
party. The students buy or make mittens and 
fill them with candy for needy children in 


The fi i photo by mary beth ryan 
@ final resting place of our foundress, Mary Frances Clarke, located at Mount 
Carmel Motherhouse. 


reasons. She thought it would give her a 
deeper understanding about the legislative 
branch of government as well as the current 
political issues. ‘‘I also wanted to know what 
the Washington scene was like and how. a 
congressman’s office is run,” Shirl com- 
mented. “I thought that after three years of 
political science I should apply what I had 
learned.” 

One of the first tasks Shirl worked on was 
compiling Blouin’s voting record. ‘‘This was 
good because I could see the stands he had on 
major issues,”’ she said. 

Another job the Clarke senior has assisted 
with is helping the case workers answer 
constituent mail. This involves researching 
different areas of government and various 
bills. According to Shirl, the mail inquiries 
include a wide variety of topics. 


Research on different bills has taken up a 
good deal of her time. She attempts to seek 
out the pros and cons of bills coming up on the 
floor for a vote. Some of the bills she has 
researched include: Consumer Products 
Improvement Safety Act, Railroad Tran- 
sportation Improvement Act of 1975, 
Rebuilding of the Alton Locks and Dams 26, 


118793 
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Dubuque between the ages of 7-12. The scene 
is Clarke College with a party atmosphere. 

The clubs are now underway but: anyone 
interested is urged to call Teri and receive 
further information. 

Teri’s goal as chairperson of RAP is to urge 
students to become involved with people who 
need others. Sister Therese Mackin is the 


IS ASS Ge ere | 
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faculty advisor. 

Every community possesses the poor, the 
aged, and the mentally retarded. We as 
Clarke students are also a part of this com- 
munity. By RAP we are given the chance to 
show our concern by sharing our extra time 
with those who need our help and care. Take 
the time to give-a part of yourself! 


Enthusiasm of president 
promotes class success 


By Kim Esser 
Staff Writer 


What’s the secret to success of the junior 
class? Unity. The juniors seem to generate 
enthusiasm and excitement in any activity 
they ‘“‘tackle.”” Much of this is due to their 
class president, Mary Beth Ryan. Mary 
Beth’s aim as class president is to promote 
class unity by ‘“‘getting everyone involved 
within the juinor class and other classes 
also."’ She feels cultivating class unity is her 
chief responsibility as class president. 

Mary Beth, whose home is St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, is a photo journalism major with 
specialization in history. She clearly lives her 
aim of involvement as shown by her par- 
ticipation in sport intramurals and photo 
editor of the COURIER. Mary Beth has been 
active in Clarke student government as 
sophomore class president and served on 
SAC as a Freshman Board of Governors. 

As an individual, Mary Beth feels she has 
become more open to people because of her 
involvement. She credits much of this to her 
own class of which she speaks highly. ‘‘The 
junior class really participates and works 
well together. So many within the class have 
varying interests and this shows when we 
have a class project to complete. Just one 
example of this would be the art majors when 
they designed tickets for the sophomore 
formal last spring.” 

A sense of humor is vital to a class leader, 
Mary Beth observes. She believes projects 
van be completed best in a fun-loving at- 
mosphere. Mary Beth has been known to 
create a few humorous moments at the 
Executive Council meetings. As Mary Beth 
remarked, ‘‘I take being class president very 
seriously and want the junior class to ac- 


-and the Consumer Protection Agency. 


Shirl has also researched the Federal 
Elections Commission and rules of governing 
campaigns. Knowledge of the procedures and 
contribution limitations of the campaigns are 
specific areas she has studied. ‘‘There were 
quite a number of rules and regulations in- 
volved. There are even more proposed and 
scheduled to come to the floor in the near 
future,” she pointed out. 

Being in a congressman’s office affords her 
the opportunity to attend committee 
hearings. The political science major has 
attended hearings of the committees Blouin is 
on: Space and Technology, Education and 
Labor, and the Special Committee on the 
Aging. She has also gone to hearings on In- 
ternational Relations and Consumer Product 
Improvement Act. 

Her Washington experience also adds to 
Shirl’s knowledge of international relations, a 
topic she is most interested in, from another 
perspective. ‘‘Just by talking to different 
people on the staff and hearing their opinions 
on current issues gives me a new per- 
spective,” she declared. 

Congressman Blouin’s office staff in 
Washington includes many people from the 


complish the tasks set before them. But I 
think we need a sense of humor to keep a 
healthy and enjoyable environment.” 

Two junior class accomplishments consist 
of the freshman welcome and the Halloween 
party. Many more are to follow, as the class 
plans to help a poor family during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, sponsor a 
Union party and present a slide show for the 
seniors at the end of the year. 

Mary Beth’s enthusiastic approach and 
dedication is the foundation of the junior class 
success. 
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Intern attains bird’s-eye view of Washington politics 


tri-colleges. Blouin and Dave Cushing, press 
agent, are Loras graduates. Sue Blouin, 
Kathy Drummon, case worker, and Barbara 
Mills Larken, legislative assistant, are 
graduates of Clarke. Roger Woods, ad- 
ministrative assistant, formerly taught at the 
University of Dubuque. This helps to make 
Shirl feel at home as does the informal at- 
mosphere of the office. ‘‘It’s not as formal and 
strait-laced as I had thought a congressman’s 
office would be,”’ Shirl pointed out. “‘It’s just a 
group of people getting together to do their 
jobs.” 


This is Shirl’s second semester studying 
away from Clarke. During the first semester 
of her junior year, she studied in France. 
“Both experiences have helped broaden my 
outlook on the world, life, and people,” she 
commented. 

But Shirl is also looking forward to her 
return to the Midwest on Dec. 12. She is 
anxious to see her family which includes Deb 
Lamaster, a sophomore at Clarke. Shirl has 
many plans for second semester when she 
will resume her position as vice-president of 
the senior class. But she plans to maintain her 
interest in the political sphere as well. 
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Chorus retreat brings unity 


x By Anne Ely 
Staff Writer 


“What? A retreat for Clarke- 
Loras Singers?” 

“Oh, brother, just something else I 
have to dish out money for--and with 
phone bills just out, too!” 


“No, it’s fun, you guys—really, you 
should go. You won’t even think 
about the money involved. After all, 
it’s only nine dollars, and you won't 
believe how much you'll get out of it. 
Why, it’s the best part of being in 
chorus, I think!” 

“Well, I guess I’ll go. Maybe it 
won't be so bad...” 


And as 58 members of the Clarke- 
Loras Singers returned to Dubuque 
on Sunday, Nov. 9, they were all in 
agreement that it had indeed been 
worthwhile. The scene of the retreat 
was a camp near Coggan, Iowa, 10 
miles from Cedar Rapids. Choir 
members found themselves 
becoming more unified as they 
participated in group activities. 
Freshman Mary Ostrosky said, ‘‘All 
we had ever really done 
together before Coggan was to sing. 
While we were there the activities 
like playing volleyball, going 
canoeing, and just walking around 
helped us to get to know each other 
better, and I think this unity really 
reflects in the singing.” 

It is cultivating this spirit of unity 
and friendship that is the whole idea 
behind the Coggan retreat. It was 


Student teachers find 


By Anne Ely 
Staff Writer 


Student teaching--an experience in 
which college seniors find out what 
the world of education is all about. 
“Discipline” was the main problem 
cited by the student teachers in- 
terviewed. “What you say to them 
really has to have meaning, or else 
they won’t be able to understand,” 
says Rose Dolan, a psychology 
major teaching fifth and sixth 
grades at Audubon Elementary 
School. 

Another problem Rose has to 
confront frequently is that of stu- 
dents not being able to read and 
write well by the time they reach 
these grade levels. “It’s a big 
problem, and a very sad one, one 
which isn’t really their fault,’ says 
Rose. “It really poses a problem for 
the teacher when they haven't been 
taught these basic skills in the lower 
grades.” 

Rose feels the thing that most 
bolstered her confidence before she 
began teachine was the ‘“micro- 
teaching’’ experience. Before they 
actually began their student- 


started seven years ago by chorus as Ann Henkels’ twelve-string guitar 


director John Lease, and has 
become a real tradition for the 
group. Lease recognizes the value of 
unity in order to communicate a 
musical message to an audience. 
“In order to get something out of 
anything, you must give a part of 
yourself,” he says. “‘A group cannot 
expect to communicate to an 
audience if they can’t communicate 
with each other.’ 

Communication was found to be 
surprisingly easy as the group 
gathered for a meditation and 
reflection session in the evening. It 
was then that the feeling of 
closeness, which had been silently 
developing during the day, showed 
itself most strikingly. Laughter and 
tears alternated in the moonlit room 


provided the background for ex- 
pressions of thoughts, feelings, and 
gestures of thanks. The focus of 
much of the thanks was Lease. 

A series of skits and a Mass 
followed, and then new chorus 
members were introduced to the 
infamous ‘Bullmoose’’ for their 
initiation. This experience was 
another unifying feature of the 
retreat, as members quickly found 
the real meaning of the phrase, 
“We’re all in this together!” 


The Clarke-Loras Singers, now not 
just individuals put together, but a 
group of friends, will communicate 
the message of Handel’s Messiah on 
Sunday, Dec. 7, at 8 p.m. at the 
Cathedral. 


Sisters chart course 


“Directions,” a self-assessment 
and career planning lab for women 
religious, will be held this weekend 
at Clarke. Starting this evening and 
ending on Sunday afternoon, the 
program will be headed by William 
Headley, C.S.Sp. of the West-Penn 
Career and Development Center, 
located at Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh. 

The 28 participants, coming from 
as far as Omaha, Nebraska and St. 
Paul, Minnesota, will be involved in 
group lectures and discussions, 
small group interaction and private 
counseling sessions. 


teaching, class members had an 
opportunity to teach a series of six 
lessons to a variety of grade levels at 
St. Anthony’s. These lessons were 
self-prepared, and videotaped so 
that they could be viewed and 
critiqued by the instructor and other 
class members. Each lesson was re- 
taught, so that the prospective 
teacher had delivered twelve lessons 
before the actual student teaching 
experience began. 

“It prepares you so well for 
teaching,” Rose believes. “It helped 
me to know how to respond to the 
kids when everything didn’t go like 
you thought it was going to.” 

Of course humorous incidents will 
always occur. Rose recalled one day 
when her college Supervisor, Dick 
Riedl came to Audubon to observe in 
her classroom. ‘‘All the kids thought 
he was my boyfriend, and were 
asking me about him. | got so 
flustered, I could hardly teach the 
lesson.” 

In another elementary school 
environment is Sandy Carlsten, who 
is teaching first graders at 
Resurrection. She also believes 
discipline is a major problem. 


Coordinated by Sister Carolyn 
Farrell, BVM, director of Special 
Programs, the session is an attempt 
to help the participants verbalize 
their needs, recognize their talents 
and interests and formulated a plan 
to follow. 


Sister Carolyn noted that response 
to the program was very positive, 
indicating also that there seems to 
be a growing need for such 
programs. She said there are ten- 
tative plans for another such 
session, possibly two, this coming 
spring and-or summer. 
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Carol Boyle and Sheila Brennan attempt to block out Debbie 
Moser with a zone defense. Gloria Ziblich anticipates their moves: 


challenges and rewards 
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